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neighbours by being, in their eyes, a man of quite exceptional
wisdom. In the course of his army service he had been
given a fair amount of education. He had travelled. He
enjoyed the confidence of the Government. .And almost
invariably he had a profound and outspoken contempt for
the " talk-wallahs."
Now the " talk-wallahs" have triumphed. The old
soldier is discomfited and discredited. His village sends
fewer of its young men to learn to handle a rifle.
In another respect, the changed dispensation has had the
effect of accentuating the very tendency which the Defence
Ministry has announced itself eager to combat. The army
is short of officers. Not enough young men are coming
forward for training to fill the ranks. But of those who do
come forward, a disproportionate number are from the East
Punjab, Delhi, and the United Provinces.
There are several possible explanations. The first and
simplest is that these areas include many men of the tradi-
tional " martial races." If that is the true explanation, it
would appear that the military tradition dies harder among
families of higher social standing. That may well be the
case. The peasant families which bred the sepoys and non-
commissioned ranks had no knowledge or understanding of
politics. It follows that for them military service was literally
the service of the King they had never seen. Severance
of the direct link with the King through British officers
would therefore mean virtual destruction of the tradition.
For the families of the holders of either King's Commission
or Viceroy's Commission, the situation was rather different.
They were well enough educated to be in touch with the
movements of the day. They knew that the Oath of Allegi-
ance might be to the Crown, but the dispensation of the army
rested with a government of increasingly Indian character.
They knew, too, that the great majority of the Indians who
filled the Indian Civil Service were, overtly or covertly, as
enthusiastically nationalistic as any of the Congressmen who